






8th Grade Reading List Continued 
Choose Three Books From the Following Choices  

One for the Project and Two for Book Reviews during the Week of August 25 

Author Title Description 

Lester, Julius To Be A Slave  This Newberry Honor Book and School Library Journal Best Book of the Year is a compilation, selected 
from various sources and arranged chronologically, of the reminiscences of slaves and ex-slaves about 
their experiences from the leaving of Africa through the Civil War and into the early twentieth century. (NF) 

Lord, Cynthia Rules * Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a brother 
with autism and a family that revolves around his disability.  But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a 
paraplegic boy, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior 
that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?  (F) 

Mass, Wendy Jeremy Fink and 
the Meaning of 
Life * 

When a mysterious package containing a locked box inscribed with a personal message arrives one 
month before his birthday, Jeremy Fink and his lifelong pal, Lizzy, set out on a quest to unlock it--and 
discover the meaning of life.  (F) 

Meyer, 
Stephanie 

Twilight, New 
Moon, Eclipse, or 
Breaking Dawn  

A love relationship with a vampire?  A love to last all time?  This is an intriguing series involving a young 
lady in Washington State who is by all means ordinary with the exception of her relationship with a 
vampire.  Please note that Breaking Dawn is not due out until August 2.  (F) 

Myers, Walter 
Dean 

Slam Sixteen-year-old “Slam” Harris is counting on his noteworthy basketball talents to get him out of the inner 
city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently.  (F) 

Na, An Step From 
Heaven 

In a stunning novel debut honored with the Michael J. Printz Award for excellence in literature for young 
adults, writer An Na tells the story of a Korean family that immigrates to California in search of a better life, 
only to find that the American Dream is harder to achieve than they thought.  (F) 

Peck, Richard The River 
Between Us  

During the early days of the Civil War, the Pruitt family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have 
fled New Orleans to come north to Illinois.  2003 National Book Award Finalist, Young People's Literature 
Winner of the 2004 Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction.  (F) 

Rex, Adam The True Meaning 
of Smekday 

It all starts with a school essay.  When twelve-year-old Gratuity ("Tip") Tucci is assigned to write five 
pages on "The True Meaning of Smekday" for the National Time Capsule contest, she’s not sure where to 
begin: Maybe on Christmas Eve, when huge, bizarre spaceships descended on the Earth and the aliens—
called the Boov—abducted her mother?  Or when the Boov declared Earth a colony, renamed it 
"Smekland", and forced all Americans to relocate to Florida via rocketpod?  (F) 

Spinelli, Jerry Eggs * David has been living with his grandmother since his mother's accidental death.  Still in pain, he's 
determined not to make friends in his new town and not to make nice with his grandmother.  Slowly, 
though, he forms a close albeit abrasive relationship with Primrose, whose single parent barely seems to 
notice when she moves into a nearby abandoned van.  (F) 

Sonnenblick. 
Jordan  

Zen And The Art 
Of Faking It  

When San Lee moves to a new town and a new school for the umpteenth time, he doesn't try to make 
new friends or be a loner or play cool.  Instead he sits back and devises a plan to be totally different.  By 
the author of Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie.  (F) 

Staples, 
Suzanne Fisher 

Under the 
Persimmon Tree 

During the 2001 Afghan War, the lives of Najmal, a young refugee from Kunduz, Afghanistan, and Nusrat, 
an American-Muslim teacher who is awaiting her husband’s return from Mazar-i-Sharif, intersect at a 
school in Peshawar, Pakistan. (F) 

Tan, Shaun The Arrival In a heartbreaking parting, a man gives his wife and daughter a last kiss and boards a steamship to cross 
the ocean.  He's embarking on the most painful yet important journey of his life—he's leaving home to 
build a better future for his family.  This graphic novel was named one of the “2008 Top Ten Best Books 
for Young Adults” by the American Library Association.  I am very excited to add this book to our list.  (F) 

Yolen, Jane The Devil’s 
Arithmetic 

When 12-year-old Hannah is transported back to a 1940's Polish village, she experiences the very horrors 
that had embarrassed and annoyed her when her elders related their Holocaust experiences.  (F) 
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